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Into Season 1997-1998 

Welcome Sheffield Wednesday and David Pleat 

What better way to begin our pre-season preparations then by entertaining one ot 
the leading clubs in the F.A. Premiership. Although this is another football first for 
Borough, their inaugural meeting with Sheffield Wednesday, visiting manager David 
Pleat is no stranger to Manor Park. At the conclusion of his Football League career 
David served his managerial apprenticeship (July 1971 to September 1973) with 
Nuneaton Borough before progressing to Luton (twice), Tottenham, Leicester and in 
June 1995, Sheffield Wednesday. His last official visit to Manor Park came on 
December 15 1993 when he was with Sky Television as they covered the whole of 
Nuneaton's F.A. Cup match with A.F.C. Bournemouth. 

Wednesday. The Formative 
Years 

Our visitors' origins date from 1867 when the 
Wednesday cricket club, which had been in existence 
since 1825, decided to form a football club for their 
winter sport. With the formation of the Football League 
in 1888, Wednesday failed to gain admission. In 1889 
they were founder members of the Football Alliance, 
taking the championship in its first season. When in 
1892 the Football League introduced an extra league 
they simply absorbed the Alliance and the Wednesday 
were placed in the First Division. They were English (F.A.) 
Cup winners in 1896 and 1907. Before their election to 
the Football League the club had been defeated finalists 
(1890), semi-finalists (1882) and quarter finalists on 
four other occasions. 

Hillsborough 

In 1899 the Wednesday 

brought ten acres of ground at Owlerton which was not even in Sheffield but in the 
unspoilt hills outside the city. The new electric tram ferried their supporters to the 
ground at Id a ride. Owlerton was soon absorbed by Sheffield’s expanding suburbs 
and in 1914 it became part of the new partiamentary constituency of Hillsborough. 

Although the ground changed its name accordingly the club are still nicknamed 'The 

Owls'. Now regarded as one 
of the stately homes of soccer, 
the ground was used for World 
Cup matches in 1966, the 
European Championships in 
1996 and is a regular FA. Cup 
semi-final venue. 

The Golden Years 

During the summer of 1929 the club officially changed 
their name to Sheffield Wednesday and embarked upon 
the most successful period of their history. They won the 
F.A. Cup in 1935, two league championships and finished 
third in the First Division on tour other occasions. Those 
two title triumphs came in 1929 and 1930 and was a 
repetition of their championship double in 1903 and 1904. 



1934-35 


Back Row; Geo. Irwin (Trainer), J. Nibloe, J. Brown, W. ft Walker 
(Manager). A. Caltin, IV Millership, ft Burrows. 

Front Row; W. Sharp. M. Hooper, J. Surtees, J. Palethorpe, ft 
Sleeting, £. dimmer. 





The Fifties 

This was a decade when Sheffield Wednesday led an up and down existence between 
the First and Second Divisions. Too strong for the Second Division but less equipped 
for the top section, they were promoted four times, three as champions, and relegated 
on three occasions. It was during this time that another name was added to the 
great players who have represented the club. Derek Dooley starred so briefly and 
spectacularly for the Owls, scoring a record 46 goals in 1951 -52 in 30 Division Two 
matches. A broken leg, which had to be amputated, ended his playing career the 
following season. From January 1971 to December 1973 he was Wednesday's 
team manager. 

Decline and Recovery 

From the heights of the First Division in 1970 the Owls had slumped to the Third 
Division by 1975. A year later they missed the Fourth Division by only one place. 

The road back began in 1980, and by 1984 they were back in the top section. They did lose their place among the 
elite in 1990 but it was only for one season, and in 1991-92 the Owls had finished third in the First Division. 

The following campaign saw Sheffield Wednesday take their place among the founder members of the F.A. Premier 
League. They were unlucky in 1993, losing to Arsenal in the finals of both the F.A. Cup and League Cup. 

Facts With Figures 

Honours 

Football League Champions: 1903,1904,1929,1930. Runners up 1961. 

Second Division Winners: 1900,1926,1952,1956,1959. Runners up 1950,1984. 

F.A. Cup Winners: 1896,1907,1935. Finalists 1890,1966,1993. 

League Cup Winners: 1991. Finalists 1993 

Football League Record 

F.A. Premier League 1992 to date 

First Division 1892-1899,1900-1920,1926-37,1950-51,1952-55,1956-58,1959-70,1984-90,1991 -92. 

Second Division 1899-1900,1920-26,1937-50,1951-52,1955-56,1958-59,1970-75,1980-84,1990-91. 
Third Division 1975-80 



Tonight's Mascots 


Boro's mascots are David Hall, aged 9, and Steven Hall, aged 6. They both attend Wembrook School. 
Sheffield Wednesday’s M ascot is Christopher Barr, aged 9, who attends Park La ne S chool, Stockingford. 


Nuneaton Borough elected 

Saturday 26 June 1937 

Nuneaton Borough and Boldmere St. 
Michaels were elected members ol 
the Central Amaleur League, at the 
annualmeetinghetdinLeicestertoday. 
The applications of these two clubs 
were received in conjunction with that 

_ol Bedworth Town, who applied for 

readmission. Bedworth, however, withdrew their application 
and the election of Nuneaton Borough and Boldmere St. 
Michaels was unanimous. Nuneaton Borough were 
represented by Messrs. Fred Perry (above) and F. Watkins. 



Aid Croshaw accepts 
Borough F.C. 
presidency 

Monday 19 July 1937 
The prospective Mayor, 

Alderman W. Croshaw 
(right) has accepted the 
presidency ot Nuneaton 
Borough Football Club. Mr. 

Harry Watkins has been elected chairman and 
Mr. Fred Payne vice-chairman, with Mr. Fred 
Perry as hon. secretary, and Mr. P. Osbourne 
players hon-secretary. 

It was also reported at tonight's meeting that the 
club's application to enter the Leicestershire 
Senior Cup had been accepted._ 




luisQ/ZZJut/ 

The Riu C i nema was declar ed 

[open by the Mayor at an 

Impressrve ceremony In Iront 

ol a vast audience ioniQht. 


True 

Blues 

Travels 


Racing Club Warwick Saturday 2nd August 1997 Depart 1pm 
Leek Town Tuesday 12th August 1997 Depart 5.30pm 

To book seats, see John Tallis at the table by the Beaumont Road turnstiles or ring Andy Pace 
on Nuneaton 374043 for further details. STRICTLY NO ALCOHOL ON COACHES. 
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JONSCARGILL 
JON WOODWARD 
JUNIOR AGOGO 
, STEVEN IIASLAM 
SIMON WEAVER 
' DAVID BILLINGTON 
ALAN PRINRLE 
SEAN HUTCHINSON 
KRYSTOF KOTYLO 
MARK HARRISON 
* DANNY MINER 
GAVIN SMITH 
JAMIE SIMPKINS 
MATTHEW SIMPKINS 
MARK PLAITS 
MARC BATTY 


PAUL HAYWARD 
WARREN DONALD 
MARTIN CROWLEY 
GARYSTATHAM 
JIMMY CONWAY . 
DAVID CROWLEY 
TYRON STREET, 
DARREN BECKETT 
JOHN SYMONDS 
IAN DREWITT 
IAN KING 
RICHARD BAILEY 
CARL LAWRENCE 
BRIAN OUAILEY 
ROB WOOD 
PAUL WHITE 


Langley & Horrocks 
Insurance Consultants 

are proud to be associated with Nuneaton Borough A.F.C. 

Insurance Specialists to Industry and Commerce 

Bradford House, 36 The Green, 

Castle Bromwich, Birmingham B36 9AL 
Tel: 0121 684 8400 Fax: 0121 684 8404 


?/ 01203 328228 










